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Careful Not to Draw Your Maps in Pen & Ink

Tim K. Snyder 

Good-morning. 

I wonder. 

I wonder about the stories that shape us - what stories have shaped you? We gather on 
this sabbath day to dwell in The Word...the text and our scripts. 

Old Testament Scholar Walter Bruggemann says this about these scripts...

“...Everybody lives by a script. The script may be implicit or 
explicit. It may be recognized or unrecognized, but everybody has 
a script. We get scripted. All of us get scripted through the 
process of nurture and formation and socialization, and it happens 
to us without our knowing it.”

I wonder. I wonder what story it is that you find yourselves in. I wonder what Script is 
shaping you in this place. 

I’m wondering about these stories because I am deeply aware my own script and the 
dominant script of our Western culture is no longer an adequate text - My own story 
has been longing with anticipation for another script

Today’s Gospel reading comes from John and I might rather us translate it this way: 

In the beginning was the Alternative Script, and the Script was with God, and the 
Script was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into be-
ing 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the 
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darkness - the shadows of our Scripts and the darkness did not overcome it. 9The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world...

Today’s Gospel is reminds us of the incarnation - just another word for Emanuel...”God 
with us”. This Gospel reading reminds us that God comes to us in our world, in our story   
in our place and he comes to provide us an alternative script. 

See I don’t know you or your script. But my experience of God has consistently been 
surprising, disorienting even. Its funny cause not once have I reflected on God coming 
into my world and thought “gee God thats exactly how I thought you’d do that. No...

One thing that stuck out to me as I spent time in todays reading was this phrase “He was 
with God in the beginning.” And I know the this congregation must have felt this as 
they’ve taking on new beginnings this year...

 new ministries, a new site, new staff, new relationships and opportunities with 
the Youth in Biloxi, and new possibilities for friends in Haiti to continue their education. 
- all things this congregation took on this past year - God with them in the beginning...

See the thing about God being with us is that it changes things. It seem that the 
alternative script that that God has been whispering into my life seems to say...

careful not to draw your maps in pen & ink

This is my script. This is my story. 

My friend Ryan sings a song that describes this journey:

The same road disappears up ahead
Will you ever understand this equation?
The compass in your hand is all but dead
Time to feel your way around this evasion

Read the words again, for you might see
Life where you saw death, a way to your salvation
Best to lay down what you thought was certainty 
Freedom’s found in the that calmed frustration. 

(4mins) - about 500 words 

Text Without Context

For me to tell of my story without telling you about my community would be like giving 
you the text without the context...

18 months ago I sat in an old, grocery store building that had been converted into a 
coffeehouse and was the home to a innovative church called PM Verb. I was there with 



emerging leaders from around the country. We’d been gathered together to share what 
is was God is up to in the communities I represented. At the time was serving as the 
creative director of a weekly worship called Intermission - which apparently they 
thought was worth hearing about. 

We each shared 8 mins about our “God-Spotting” and our communities and afterward 
an ELCA national executive named Ruben Duran came up to me and he said this: 

“The church should support what you are doing. We should be affirming leaders like you 
who doing innovative ministry with people from these emerging generations and we 
should fund them to do it. We need people like you - have you ever thought about taking 
the seeds of what you do on campus and planting them in the community around you?”

A later conversation with Ruben went like this?

How old are you?
21.
Good - Have you finished your undergraduate degree?
“No” - I said. 
Good - Have you ever thought about seminary?
No. 
Good, Ruben said. 
I thought now this is strange. 

See I’d served on the Board of Director of the ELCA for two years and knew just enough 
to get me in trouble at this point and I remember thinking...

wow this Church is either (A) desperate (B) out of their mind...

But really what was going on was that Ruben was empowering me and my imagination 
and it was a message of hope like this video...

[VIDEO: “GE3.MP4” - 30 seconds]

Seven months ago we let are imaginations go to work and we launched a community 
called The Netzer Co-Op. The Co-Op is a community of friends who are attempting to 
rethink what it means to be and to do church in our world while embracing a Kingdom 
theology and a contemplative spirituality...

We called it a spiritual journey with two rhythms - the inward journey and the outward 
journey. This inward journey is a deep remembering of Who We Are and Whose We 
Are? You see we’re learning alot in this small community. 

We’re realizing that we are all humbly inadequate with out “the other” and that we are 
more that what do. We have three questions that we constant struggle with: 

Who Am I?  Who Are We?   Who Are You, God?



As we journey inward to find Emanuel - God with Us, we protest, adore, discover, and 
relocate God in our lives. In our worship gatherings we don’t sermons, which explains 
why I’m not that good at this, but we facilitate conversations, and we do art together, 
and we eat a meal together - not just the bread and wine but really we eat a meal 
together and its gives a rich context to those words “and after they had shared a meal 
together”...

We learning much about the rich history our church has in contemplative spirituality. 
We tell this story in our community...

THERE ARE TWO SHORT STORIES AFTER THIS THAT ILLUSTRATE OUR 
COMMUNITY’S UNDERSTANDING OF “INWARD” AND “OUTWARD” 
JOURNEY. 


